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1. Introduction  
This review of the early years at Wrekin Golf Club was produced to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
Wrekin Golf Club coming to the current site on the side of Ercall Hill (next to the Wrekin).  
 
Grateful thanks to Chris Goode who has researched the events and people and contributed to this 
narrative and to Jack Tomkins for providing and polishing up the images. 
 
This is a first step in an evolving narrative as we discover more information about the history of Wrekin 
Golf Club. 
 
Peter Buchanan 
Captain 2010 
 

2. Contents 
1. Introduction .............................................................................................................................. 2 

2. Contents .................................................................................................................................... 2 

3. Wellington Golf Club ................................................................................................................. 3 

4. 1910 - Moving to the Wrekin .................................................................................................... 3 

5. Opening the course ς a match between George Duncan & Harry Vardon ................................ 4 

6. Ladies Exhibition Match in 1912 ............................................................................................... 6 

7. What the course looked like ..................................................................................................... 7 

8. The evolving layout of the course ........................................................................................... 11 

9. Professionals at Wrekin .......................................................................................................... 12 

 

  



Wrekin Golf Club ɀ the early years Page 3 
 

3. Wellington Golf Club  
The earliest record of a golf club in Wellington was the Wellington College Golf Club. John Bailey, the 
founder and principal of Wrekin College provided land adjacent to 
the College and created a golf course.  In the 1905 (32nd edition) of 
the Wellington and District Almanac and Diary the entry for the 
²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ DƻƭŦ /ƭǳō ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴƛƴŜ ƘƻƭŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ΨōƻƎŜȅΩ 
78. The course was principally for the boys and the masters at the 
College but there were certain townspeople who were allowed to 
play on payment of a prescribed fee. 
 
By 1905 the basics of the Wellington Golf Club were loosely 
established with members (including local townspeople) starting to play medals on a monthly basis. The 
search was then started for a new course that would distinguish the Golf Club from the College Golf Club. 
By 1907 the Wellington Golf Club had found new links to play on at Steeraway. There was no Clubhouse 
but the members would frequently have Tea provided by the farmerΩs wife at Steeraway Farm. 
 
In a report of a match between Wellington and Lightmoor played at the Steeraway links in October 1908 it 
ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ άǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŜȄŜƳǇƭƛŦƛŜŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ мр ƻǊ 
more couples were playing or endeavouring to play at the same time. Both members and visitors are 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ му ƘƻƭŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦέ By the middle of 1908 arrangements for 
the new Golf Links on its current site next to the Wrekin were in hand. 

 

4. 1910 - Moving to the Wrekin  
In the Summer of 1910, a report of the Wellington Golf Club Annual General Meeting appeared in the 
Wellington Journal and Shrewsbury News. The report read as follows:- "Wellington Golf Club ς The Annual 
General Meeting was held in a Council room on Thursday and was well attended. Mr H Shepard being the 
chair, Captain the Hon. George Forester proposed and Mr Sinclair seconded it a vote of great sympathy 
with King George in the great loss the nation has sustained in the death ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ YƛƴƎΦέ - A report 
from the General Purposes Committee as to the general conditions and progress of the Club during the 
proceeding year was read. In this it was stated that although the year terminated on March 31st, the 
course has been under construction and in a more or less incomplete state during the whole of that 
period. The Committee recognised the amount of labour, skill and time involved in laying out the course 
and they referred with satisfaction to the great and obvious improvement that had taken place in it. 
 
Reference was made to the satisfactory financial position of the Club during the last year with the 
prospect of a considerable accession of revenue in the present year. The membership was stated to be 
increasing, the present number being 125. It was resolved that outside a radius of 20 miles, the conditions 
of membership would be £1. 1. 0 per annum without entrance fee. It was decided that for the present, the 
'single day' green fees would be 1 shilling and six pence (1s 6p) with special terms for weekly and monthly 
Members.  
 
The Right Hon. Lord Forester was re-elected President of the Club for the ensuing year ς Captain the Hon. 
G Forester was elected Captain and in returning thanks for his appointment said that he would do 
everything in his power to advance the prosperity of the Club. Mr H C Simpson and other Members 
expressed a high appreciation of what had already been done and their entire satisfaction as to the future 
prosperity of the Club. Votes of thanks were accorded the Rev Percy Gordon for his services as Captain 
during the past year and for the prizes presented by him and also Mr W G Slaney for the prizes given by 
him. A hearty vote of thanks were accorded Mr Crosskey for his services as Honorary Secretary. 
 
The new golf course was to have a 'meeting worth attending' on the 14th and 15th October 
1910 when the services of Harry Vardon and George Duncan were secured to play an exhibition match on 
the first day and the second day was to be the meeting for the 'Shropshire Challenge Bowl' open to 
Members of recognised Shropshire Golf Clubs only. A description of the course at this ǘƛƳŜ ǊŜŀŘ ά!ǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
course at Wellington (18 holes) the turf is eminently suited to the game. 
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5. Opening the course ɀ a match between  George Duncan & Harry Vardon  
The first formal County meeting to be held at Wellington Golf Course took place at the Wellington Golf 
Links on the 14th and 15th October 1910. The exhibition match that was to 
take place was between Harry Vardon who was born in Jersey 1870 and was 
previously engaged at golf clubs - Rippon, Bury and Ganton and at the time 
of the exhibition match was with the South Herts Golf Club, Totteridge. 
Vardon won the open championship in 1896, 1898, 1899 and 1903 and was 
further a runner up in the same championship in 1900, 1901 and 1902. He 
was the winner of many tournaments. He won the American Championship 
in 1900, he played for England against Scotland in 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906, 
1907 and 1909 and was selected again in 1908. With J H Taylor as his 
partner he beat James Braid and Alex Herd in the International foursomes in 
1905. On his day he was probably the most finished exponent at the game 
of golf that there could be.  
 

George Duncan was born in Aberdeen in 1883 and was formally with Rhos - 
on - Sea Golf Club, Caernarvonshire Golf Club and Timphony Golf Club and 
was in 1910 with the Hanger Hill Golf Club. He held the course record for the 
Caernarvonshire Golf Club - 67. In 1907 he was 7th in the Open 
Championship and he played for Scotland against England in 1907 and 1909 
and was selected again in 1908. In 1909 he won the North Berwick 
tournament which was with a score of 290 for 72 holes. He held the scoring 
record for North Berwick ς 70. 
 
He was third in the Open Championship in 1910 and was considered to be a 
player of "significant brilliance". He had, in 1910, broken the St Andrews 
scoring record by three strokes in a round of 71. He was considered a very 
quick player and hit the ball swiftly and was sometimes considered to do so 
without perceptibly interrupting his stride from teeing green to hole. 

 
The report for the exhibition match read as follows:- A large number of visitors attended the exhibition 
match given on Wellington Golf Links yesterday (Friday) by George Duncan and Harry W Vardon, two well 
known professionals. The weather was delightfully fine and those present witnessed an excellent 
exhibition. The match started a few minutes after 11 O'clock from the tee near the Club House and at this 
time there was a large attendance from all parts of Shropshire and the Midlands. Those present included 
Captain the Hon. George Forester (Captain of the Club), Mrs Forester, Captain the Hon. A W Forester, 
Captain the Hon. E Forester, Mr Collingwood ς Ingram, Mr H Shephard (Chairman of the Golf Club 
Company), and many other golf players. The president of the club (Lord Forester) was unable to attend 
owing to indisposition. 
 
Visitors commented on the condition of the course which will in time become the finest 18 hole course in 
the Midlands. The Professional (Mr Charles Lloyd) who came to Wellington from Basingstoke was also 
complemented on the splendid work he has accomplished since he came to the Wellington Links. Captain 
the Hon. G Forester officiated as referee.  
 
At the first hole in the morning round Vardon sliced his drive but recovered well, the hole being halved in 
four. Duncan sliced at the next hole which was indifferently halved in five. Both of those were short at the 
third requiring three puts and a half in four resulted. Duncan found the rough from his drive at the fourth 
hole; however by holing a four yard put he won in four to five. At the fifth hole Duncan opened his 
shoulders, getting away a magnificent drive of 250 yards. Vardon was short with his approach but chipped 
dead and the hole was halved in four.  
 
Duncan again got away a beauty from the next tee, winning in a fine three to four by Vardon. The next 
hole was won by Duncan, Vardon missing a fairly easy put. Vardon was now three down, chiefly owing to 
indifferent putting. The eighth hole was halved in four, but Vardon got a hole back at the ninth. At the half 
round Vardon was two down. 
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Continuing to the tenth hole Duncan drove the green a distance of 250 yards. Vardon was slightly short, 
the hole being halved in three, Duncan requiring to get down a six yard put. At the Valley hole, Vardon's 
tee shot was dropped on the green within three yards of the pin. However his put refused to go down, 
and another half in three resulted.  
 
The players were now playing into a strong wind, and the next 435 yard hole required two full shots and a 
mashie. Vardon here got into difficulties and lost the hole in 6 to 5. At the interesting 13, 210 yard up hill, 
Duncan in endeavouring to reach the green, over swung, only sending the ball 20 yards. However, he 
recovered grandly from an indifferent lie putting his ball within a yard of the green. Vardon's put for a 
three again hung on the lip of the hole and a half in four was here recorded.  
 
Two fine drives were seen at the 14th. Both players were on the green with their seconds, Vardon being 
further away from the hole, a distance of 13 yards. However taking the line to a nicety, he ran down a 
really beautiful put amid applause. Duncan was unlucky in just failing to hole a four yarder.  
 
The fifteenth was notable for a magnificent brassie by Vardon. Both players were a little bit wide with 
their third shots. Duncan inexplicably taking three puts, and thus allowing Vardon to get a hole 
back, the latter being one down with three holes to go. 
 
5ǳƴŎŀƴ ƻǳǘ ŘǊƻǾŜ ±ŀǊŘƻƴ ŀǘ {Ǉƛƻƴ /ƻǇ ōȅ ǉǳƛǘŜ ол ȅŀǊŘǎΦ ±ŀǊŘƻƴΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƻǾŜǊǊŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ōǳǘ ƘŜ 
chipped back out of the rough to within 5 yards of the hole. Once again his put hung over the hole, and 
5ǳƴŎŀƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ΨŘƻǊƳƛŜΩΦ 
 
The long 570 yard hole saw the end of the match, both players were on the green with their thirds Duncan 
having to play the odd. However he ran his approach put over a tricky line to within a few inches of the 
hole. Vardon somewhat inexplicably required three puts, thus loosing the match by three up and one to  
 
Duncan played a superior game throughout but it was really his excellent putting more than anything else 
that won him the match. Vardon on several occasions offending in this department. Duncan played a fine 
free hitting straight game. Duncan in a conversation with the Secretary of the Club was reported as 
commenting on the golf course. 'Duncan stated that the Wellington course was a most excellent and 
interesting one.' It was further reported that the arrangements for the day were perfect and visitors were 
loud in their praise of the excellent management which was due to Mr Crosskey and praise was given to 
him for the success of his labours as secretary. 
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6. Ladies Exhibition M atch in 1912  

 

A description of the match hasnΩt been found although it featured Miss Gladys Ravenscroft of the 
Bromborough Club, the British Champion. The player can be identified from the notes on the back of the 
photograph.  
 
It was clearly a big event as illustrated by there  being a picture show (see ticket). 
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7. What the course looked like  

 

The 8th Green, looking towards the Wrekin 

 

Circa 1920 ς probably the current 7th hole 












