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The Early Years



1. Introduction

This review of the early years at Wrekin Golf Gliais produced taommemoratethe 100" anniversary of
Wrekin Golf Clulzoming tothe currentsite on the side of Ercall Hill (next to the Wrekin

Grateful hanks to Chris Goedvho hasresearchedhe events and people and contributed to this
narrative and to Jack Tomkifar providing and polishing ughe images.

This is a first step in an evolvingrrative as waliscovermore information about the history of Wrekin
Golf Club.

Peter Buchanan
Captain 2010
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3. Wellington Golf Club

The earliest record of a golf club in Wellington was the Wellington College Golf Club. John Bailey, the

founder and principal of Wrekin Collegeovided land adjacent to

the College and created a golf course. In the 1905d(@®tion) of

the Wellington and District Almanac and Diary the entry for the
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78. The course was principally for the boys and the masters at tl
College but there were certain townspeople whene allowed to
play on payment of a prescribed fee.

By 1905 the basics of the Wellington Golf Club weosely

established with member@ncluding local townspeoplearting to playmedalson amonthly basis. The
search was then started for a new coutiat would distinguish the Golf Club from the College Golf Club.
By 1907 the Wellington Golf Club hmind new links to plagn at SteerawayThere was no Clubhouse
but the members would frequently have Tea provided by the fatnheife at Steraway Farm

In a report of a match between Wellington and Lightmoor played at the Steeraway links in October 1908 it
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more couples were playing or endeavouring to playha same time. Both members and visitors are
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the new Golf Links on its current site next to the Wrekin were in hand.

4. 1910 - Moving to the Wrekin

Inthe Summenf 1910, a report of the Wellington Golf Club Annual General Meeting appeared in the

Wellington Journal an8hrewsbury News. The repodad as follows:"Wellington Golf Clulg TheAnnual

General Meeting was heid a Council room on Thursdapdwas wellattended. Mr H Shepard beirige

chair, Captain the HoiGeorge Forester proposed aiMt Sinclair seconded it a vote gfeat sympathy

with KingGeorge in the great loss thmtion has sustained in the deagh¥ 2 dzNJ 6 S{AZePBtR YAy I dé
from the General PurposeSommittee as to the generabnditions and progress of theélub during the

proceeding yeawas read. In this it was stateédat although the year terminatedn March 31st, the

course hadeen under construction and inraore or less inomplete stateduring the whole of that

period. The Committee recognised ttamount of labour, skill and timiavolved in laying out the course

and they referred with satisfaction to the great and obvious improvement that had taken place in it.

Referencavas made to thesatisfactory financial position dfie Club during the last year withe
prospect of a considerabkeccession of revenue in the presgmar. The membership wasated to be
increasing, the present numbéeing 125. It was resolved thatitside a radius of 20 miles, tlenditions
of membership woulde £1. 1. 0 per annum witho@ntrance fee. It was deciddtat for the present, the
'singleday’ green fees would beshilling and six pence (1s 6pith special terms for weekly andonthly
Members.

The Right Hon. Lord Forester waselected President of the Cldbr the ensuing yeag Captainthe Hon.
G Forester was electe@aptain and in returning thanker his appointment said that hesould do
everything in his poweto advance the prsperity of theClub. Mr H C Simpson and otiidembers
expressed a higappreciation of what had alreadyeen done and their entire satisfactias to the future
prosperityof the Club. Votes of thanksere accorded the Rev Per®prdon for his services &aptain
during the past year anfibr the prizes presented by hiand also Mr W G Slaney for the prizes given by
him. A hearty vote of thanks were accorded Mr Crosskey for his services as Honorary Secretary.

The new golf course was to haaémeeting worthattending' onthe 14th and 15th October

1910 when theservices of Harry Vardon afigeorge Duncan were securedplay anexhibition match on

the first dayand the second day was to lige meeting for the 'Shropshir€hallenge Bow!' open to

Members of recgnisedShropshire Golf Clubs onlydascription of the course atthisA YS NBF R a! a (2
course at Wellington (18 holes) the turf is eminently suited to the game.
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5. Opening the course z amatch between George Duncan & Harry Vardon

The firstformal County meetingo be held at Wellington Gofourse took place at thé&/ellington Golf
Links on the 14and 15th October 1910. Thexhibition match that was to
take place was between Harsfardon who was born in Jers&870 and was
previously engaggat golf clis- Rippon, Bury and Ganton andthe time

of the exhibition matctwas with the South Herts GdIflub, Totteridge.
Vardon worthe open championship in 1896898, 1899 and 1903 and was
further a runner up in the samehampionship in 1900, 04 and1902. He
was the winner omanytournaments. He won thémerican Championship
in 1900 he played for England agairStotland in 1903, 1904, 190806,
1907 and 1909 and waelected again in 1908. With Jidylor as his
partner he beatlames Braidnd Alex Herd in thinternational foursomes in
1905.0n his day he was probably thaost finished exponent at the game
of golf that there could be.

. George Duncan was bornAberdeen in 1883 and was formailjth Rhos-

on - Sea GolClub, Caernarvongie Golf Clutand Timphony Golf Club and
wasin 1910 with the Hanger Hill G&@iub. He held the course recdiar the
Caernarvonshire Golf Clul67. In 1907 he was 7th in tf@pen

Championship and he played for Scotland against England in 1907 and 1909
and was selected again in 1908. In 1909 he won the North Berwick
tournament which was with a score of 290 for 72 holes. He held the scoring
record for North Berwick 70.

He was third in the Ope@hampionship in 1910 and wesnsidered to be a
player of'significant brilliance". He had, 910, broken the St Andrews
scoring record by three strokés a round of 71. He was consideradery
quick player and hithe ball swiftly and was sometimesnsidered to do so
without perceptibly interrupting histride from teeing greena hole.

The report for the exhibitiomatch read as followsA large number of visitorattended the exhibition
matchgiven on Wellington Golf Linkesterday (Friday) by Geor@ancan and Harry W Vardon, twaell
knownprofessonals. The weather wadelightfully fine and those presemtitnessed an excellent

exhibition. The match started a few minutester 11 O'clock from the tegear the Club House and at this
time there was a large attendandem all parts ofShropshire andhe MidlandsThose present included
Captainthe Hon. George ForestéCaptain of the Club), Mfsorester, Captain the Hon. A Kérester,

Captain the Hon. E Forester, Mr Collingwaddgram, Mr H Shephard (Chairman of the Golf Club
Company), and many other golf players. The president of the club (Lord Forester) was unable to attend
owing to indisposition.

Visitors commented orhie conditionof the course which will itime become the finest 18 holeourse in
the Midlands. Thérofessional (Mr Charles Lloysiio came to Wellington frorBasingstoke was also
complementedon the splendid work héas accomplished since he catoghe Wellington Links. Captain
the Hon. G Forester officiated asferee

At the first hole in the morningound Vardon sliced his drive brgcovered well, the hole beingalved in
four. Duncan sliced dhe next hole which was indifferentlyalved in fiveBoth ofthose were short at the
third requiring three puts and a half four resulted. Duncan found theugh from his drivat the fourth
hole; however by hdhg a four yargut he won in four to five. Athe fifth hole Duncan opened his
shoulders, gettig away a magnificerdrive of 250 yardsvardon was short with higpproach but chipped
dead andhe hole was halved in four.

Duncan again got away a beatitgm the next tee, winning in fine three to four by VardoriThe next

hole was won bypuncan, ¥rdon missing a fairlgasy put. Vardon was now thre®wn, chiefly owing to
indifferent putting. The eighth hole was halved in four, but Vardon got a hole back at the ninth. At the half
round Vardon was two down.
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Continuing to the tenth hol®uncan drovehe green a distancef 250 yards. Vardon wasdightly short,
the hole beinghalved in three, Duncan requiring get down a six yard put. Alte Valley hole, Vardon's
tee shot was dropped on the greemithin three yards of the pirHowever his putefused to gadown,
and another half in threeesulted.

The players were now playinigto a strong wind, and the next35 yard hole required two fuihots and a
mashie. Vardon hergot intodifficulties and lost the hole int® 5. At the interesting 1,3210yard up hill,
Duncan in endeavouring reach the green, oveswung, only sending the ball ards. However, he
recoveredgrandly from an indifferent ligputting his ball within a yard dhe green. Vardon's put for a
three again hung on the lip ¢iie hole and a half in four was herecorded.

Two fine drives were seen at tigth. Both players were on thgreen with their seconds, Varddieing
further away from the hole, a distana# 13 yards. However takirtge line to a nicety, he radown a
reallybeautiful put amid applauséuncan was unlucky in just failibghole a four yarder.

The fifteenth was notable for magnificent brassie by VardoBoth players were a little bit wideith
their third shots. Duncamexplicaby taking three putsand thusallowing Vardon to get a hole
back, the latter being one dowmith three holes to go
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chipped back out of the rough to within 5 yards of the h@&ce again his put hung over the hole, and
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The long 570 yard hole saw tked of the match, both playemsere on the green with theithirds Duncan
having to play thedd. However he ran happroach put over a tricky line twithin a few inches of the
hole. Vardan somewhat inexplicably requirettiree puts, thus loosing thmatch by three up and one to

Duncan played a superior gartfeoughout but it was really hisxcellent putting more than anythinglse
that won him thematch. Vardon on several occasiaféending in this departmentDuncan played a fine
free hitting straight game. Duncan inanversation with the Secretanf the Club was reported as
commentingon the golf courseéDuncan stated that th&Vellington coursevas a mosexcellent and
interesting one.It was further reported that thearrangements for the day wengerfect and visitors were
loud intheir praise of the excellent managemeanhich was due to MErosskey and praise was given to
him for the success dtfislabours as secretary.
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6. 7Ladvi‘}e‘:§ Exhibition M atch in 1912

A description of the matchasrbeen fourd althoughit featured Miss @&dysRavenscrofof the
Bromborough Clujthe British ChampionThe player can be identified from thtes on the back of the
photograph.

It was clearly a big evensalustrated bythere beinga picture show(see ticket).

— Wrekin Gore CrLog 1912

Exkisition Maten

=, 8 M T Boulkon i 23 Mpse Madge Broten
2 Mias Conme Greenhalgh q-Miss Behen (Brser. 16 Mes Yah: Cuer, 23 1% Tommy Shaw,
:3 MPan Heenvigh 10 Bady 1 YEVickeers 2u
W s Nadio U Miss Porothy Grecninalgh . 19 M7 oo, 2y
- M 6 Revenserofh(@nbsl ('l-..»'l Whss Devis Mergan 19 2
: 13.Miss Gneie Cbek 20
s Morel Bwlufoﬂ ity Mpss Jeris Satler 21 MeRabhleen fandey. ' .
e ) “ : 2 F " £
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7. What the course looked like

The & Green, looking towards thé/rekin

Circa 192@ probablythe current 7" hole
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